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at Clewiston, 
Fort Pierce, and 
New Smyrna 
Beach. Notwith-
standing a prob-
lem that Frank 
and Allie en-
countered with 
their boat at 
Port Mayaca, we 

had a wonder-
ful trip with 
great weather 
on every 
leg. Our 

plans for eating dinner 
on the boat went 
astray, however, as the 
beck and call of the 
restaurants at our 
ports of call was too 
great to resist.  
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As expected, we found St. 
Augustine a great place to 
visit. Since Eileen and I 
had kept our boat there 
for several years, we knew 
the area well. The Castillo 
de San Marcos national 
monument, St. Sebastian 
winery, and St. George 
Street shops are must 
stops along with many of 

As I write this, 
it’s mid June. 
Summer is right 
around the cor-
ner, and spring 
is looming as a 
memory which 
will soon be-
come part of 
our past. What a 
memory it has 
been though 
for Eileen and 
me!  
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We started with a boat 
trip to St. Augustine 
which was a wonderful 
experience for us. The trip 
took 11 days and encom-
passed a little more than 
800 miles overall. It was a 
new experience that we 
will not forget. Part of the 
fun was in the planning 
which we did with our 
friends Frank and Allie 
Wiechec and Max and 
Ann Reese. Thank God 
for friends who have 
planned trips like this 
before! Without their 
help, we would probably 
still be out there some-
where cruising in the At-
lantic! 

With an extensive float 
plan and itinerary in 
hand we set out at 5:45 
a.m. on March 26. The 
goal was to reach St. 
Augustine on the fourth 
day with overnight stops 

the nice restaurants in the 
town.  
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Our trip home was just as 
exciting as the first leg. 
The weather was great, 
and the sights were plen-
tiful. We stopped at Titus-
ville and stayed for two 
nights allowing us to tour 
the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter. The Saturn V rocket is 

a technical marvel and a 
must see. The dimensions 
of the rocket and space 
capsule are hard to 
fathom until you see 
them in person and stand 
there in awe of the tech-
nology that they repre-
sent.  Following that, we 
stopped at the Stuart Co-
rinthian Yacht Club 
where we made good use 
of the BSIBC’s Yacht Club 
of America reciprocal 
privileges. We were wel-
comed guests and treated 
royally by the members. 
Our final stop was at Fort 
Myers City Marina where 
we stayed for the evening 
before journeying home 
the next morning. 

(Continued on page 12) 

������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���

�������	
�������������������	
�������������������	
�������������������	
������������� ��� ��������

�������������� ���������������������� ���������������������� ���������������������� ��������
!������!��"�!������!��"�!������!��"�!������!��"�� ���

####����

$�������%�����&$�������%�����&$�������%�����&$�������%�����&� ��� ��������

��
�����'���
�����'���
�����'���
�����'�( ((()'��)'��)'��)'��� ���
���"������"������"������"���� ���

*�*�*�*�� ���

��'� ���"��+'����'� ���"��+'����'� ���"��+'����'� ���"��+'��� ��� *#*#*#*#����

!�",�-��!�",�-��!�",�-��!�",�-��� �� �.��,�-�/�.��,�-�/�.��,�-�/�.��,�-�/�
�"��+'���"��+'���"��+'���"��+'��� ���

*/*/*/*/� ���

���������"0�� ����������"0�� ����������"0�� ����������"0�� �� ��� *1*1*1*1����

�������� ��������!�������� ��������!�������� ��������!�������� ��������!� ���

.�"0���2��&3�.�"0���2��&3�.�"0���2��&3�.�"0���2��&3�� ���
�	22	+	���	22	+	���	22	+	���	22	+	��� ���

������������������������������������������������
� ��"����!� ��"����!� ��"����!� ��"����!� ���

� ����������
�������
��������������������
�������
��	
�� !��

� "�
���	���������

���#��
�����$����%��
�	
��������&�����
������
$��"�

���
"�
'���
�('���) ��

� ������	���������
*

	���+�
�����,��*
-�������,����

�
�
��.	
'���
��
�
/�%��0��

� ���'1��	������
��������
��������
�
�
���
��� !* 2#�
����

������-����*
��%����
��	�����

Boat with BSIBC! 

A Little Bit of Heaven in 2007   

We stopped at the Stu-
art Corinthian Yacht 
Club where we made 

good use of the BSIBC’s 
Yacht Club of America 
reciprocal privileges.  
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As the summer season arrives, 
those of us who are left behind to 
guard the fort all look with an un-
easy eye to the sky. Summer boat-
ing here in Southwest Florida is all 
contingent upon the forecasts put 
out by NOAA and local meteor-
ologists. However, we all know 
that we cannot absolutely rely 
upon them. We are left to our own 
judgment in many cases. What  
starts out as a perfect day can sud-
denly turn dark and sullen with 
the approach of a thunderstorm 
with its accompanying lightning, 
wind, rain, and possible hail, 
along with rough and confused 
seas. 
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Trying to predict which way they 
will go and when is a risky busi-
ness indeed. Typically, in other 
areas of the country, when the 
winds pick up from the southwest, 
the approaching cold front comes 
from the northwest, then blows 
through. Here, they come from 
different areas contrary to wind 
direction. Even their  point of ori-
gin can be from the sea or from  
shore. While we 
know we are in the 
“Thunderstorm Capi-
tal” of North Amer-
ica with storms oc-
curring 90-100 days 
annually, it is still a 
far cry from the light-
ning capital of the 
world which is Kam-
pala, Uganda, a city that experi-
ences 280 thunderstorms annu-
ally. Whew! Lightning kills about 
100 people per year and injures 
another 500.  

We all know how they start: the 
heat of the day causes convection, 
evaporation increases and the air 
rises and creates those cumulus 

nimbus clouds… dark and omi-
nous, anvil-shaped, topping out  
sometimes above 40,000 feet. 

Most of us head for shore before 
they hit. But what if you get 
caught out there and have to go 
through one in order to get home? 
What if you can’t get around it? 

What if you can’t find 
a marina to hole up 
in and let it blow 
over? 

 It’s not the rain, 
thunder, or wind, that 
worries us, it’s the un-
predictable lightning 
strike. Lightning can 

reach temperatures five times that 
of the surface of the sun (50,000 
degrees F) and contain up to 100 
million volts. Most often lightning 
will strike the highest object in its 
vicinity.  

We can determine how many 
miles away the storm is  by count-
ing the seconds from the lightning 
strike to the thunder clap and di-

viding by five. No matter how far 
away the storm is, seeking appro-
priate shelter as quickly as possi-
ble should be your first priority. 
Being on a boat on the harbor 
with nowhere to go but “ride it 
out” should be a last resort.  
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As a skipper responsible for every-
one aboard what should you do?  
In my research and personal ex-
perience it’s plain that there is no 
consensus about what to do in 
every case. The most common ad-
vice is to get near shore, anchor, 
get life jackets on everyone, take 
down your VHF antenna, turn off 
all electronic equipment, get the 
fishing rods inside the boat and 
get down on the floor. Stay away 
from metal objects in the boat, get 
as low as you can, keep your arms 
and legs in the boat and turn off 
the batteries. Try not to be touch-
(Continued on page 12) 
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Being on a boat on 
the harbor with no-

where to go but 
“ride it out” should 

be a last resort.  
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>���!>���!>���!>���!  Monday, August 13, 2007 

*���!*���!*���!*���!  2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

:���!:���!:���!:���!  Bring your own grillables (grills furnished), a dish to share, cooler 
(B.Y.O.B.), and chairs   

����7�����!����7�����!����7�����!����7�����!� ��� Swimming, Spa, Pool Table, Big Screen TV, Fun, Socializing  

,
�(!,
�(!,
�(!,
�(!� ��� Call the Frichettes by Thursday, August 9, at 639-0314    

Directions: Mention the BSIBC Party at the main security gate of the Marina. Go to 
first stop sign; turn left. Go straight after second stop sign. Enter the gate at Prosperity 
Point. Once across the bridge, turn right at next stop sign. Continue to the sign for 
Grand Isle III & IV. Party will be in the Amenities Building, 3331 Sunset Key Circle.����

In the last issue of the UP-THE-
CREEKER, I reported on prelimi-
nary planning for the 2008 
budget. I discussed necessary re-
placement of the lock fender struc-
ture, and nearly 11,000 feet of sea-
wall cap that need to be replaced 
over the next several years. 

The committee has been aided in 
our efforts by a recently completed 
and computerized inventory by 
city staff of our entire 18-mile sea-
wall structure. This tool allows 
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identification of those sections of 
seawall and/or cap that are struc-
turally compromised and assigns a 
priority ranking (low, medium, 
high) based on severity of dam-
age. These issues must be balanced 
with the need to maintain dredg-
ing and mangrove trimming on 
the perimeter canal at effective 
levels. 

I’m pleased to report that the 
committee has agreed on a budget 
recommendation to the City 

Council for 2008. The recommen-
dation supports our current level 
of dredging and mangrove trim-
ming, covers the cost of replacing 
the lock fender structure, and in-
creases funding for cap replace-
ment by judicious use of reserve 
funding while maintaining our 
annual assessment at the 2007 
level of $400.  

- 9���/����� �������
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Let me know if you need help 
making arrangements to visit 
other clubs. 
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Please feel free to e-mail me at 
ronlevis@comcast.net, or call me 
at 637-9596 with your comments, 
suggestions, and important infor-
mation that you want to share 
with the membership. I will gladly 
pass your input along to the rest 
of the club.  

- ,���;�7����
�������$�

Well, it has been pretty quiet since 
I last wrote an article for the UTC.  
So your scribe hasn’t been scrib-
bling so much. You did, however, 
hear “You’ve Got Mail” or “Ding-
Dong” from your computer 20 or 
so times as I bothered most of you 
with reminders and news. At least 
I wasn’t totally bored for lack of 
Club information to share with all 
of you. 
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Although we started out the year 
through March with 10 new fami-
lies, our membership efforts have 
not been as successful during the 
last three months. As we go to 
press with this issue, we stand at 
468 members consisting of 225 
family memberships and18 single 
memberships. 
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Thanks to all of you for keeping 
me well informed when you 
changed your Internet Service Pro-
vider (ISP). As a matter of fact,12 
members have gotten new e-mail 
addresses since the 2007 Directory 

was published. I’m 
pleased to report 
that as of this writ-
ing, I have only 
one incorrect e-mail address. 
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As a reminder, I have the club’s 
hard copy of the 2007 YCA Regis-
ter and Recip-
rocity Guide, 
which is also 
available to our 
members on 
the Internet. 

&�����#����� ��� ��#�
�����&�����#����� ��� ��#�
�����&�����#����� ��� ��#�
�����&�����#����� ��� ��#�
������ ���

On Tuesday, June 5, we held the 
second canal clean-up of the year. 
We started the morning with re-
freshments and then made assign-
ments for the areas to be cleaned.  
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I would like to thank Fred Bader, 
Mike Huston, John Jokerst, Eric 
Munoz, Jeff Nilsson, Max Reese, 
and Ann Longenbarger for volun-
teering their time, and the cap-
tains who donated their boats on 
the day of canal clean-up.   
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The volunteers collected approxi-
mately 455 pounds of debris from 
our canal system. We continue to 
collect lumber out of the man-
groves and canals along with other 
debris. Mike and Max collected 
the most lumber of all the volun-
teers with Fred and Jeff coming in 
close behind. John and Eric broke 
in Eric’s new center-console boat 
while doing the southern end of 
the Macedonia canal area. While 
cleaning the mangroves in the 
area of San Lorenzo, Ann got her 
first close-up experience with a 3-
foot alligator. Ann was recovering 

a large piece of 
Styrofoam from 
the mangrove. As 
she pulled it to-
ward the bow, she 
noticed some-
thing else was coming with it. 
When she lifted the Styrofoam 
into the boat the alligator went 
into the water along the port side 
of the bow and swam away along 
the mangroves. Needless to say 
Ann was done for the day! 
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We all enjoy safe boating in BSI, 
but the same 8-10 volunteers can-
not continue to carry the load of 
keeping our canals clean. I com-
mend the volunteers that stay in-
volved for they’re spending more 
hours on the water each clean-up 
day. These volunteers should not 
have to spend additional hours on 
the water with the membership 
size of this club. Please get in-
volved. We need the help! 

Look forward to seeing you at the 
next canal clean-up on Sept 18. 

- � ������;������������
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I. Luv Boating 

Burnt Store Isles Boat Club 

If you know of anyone in 
our club who is ill, has 
had or is scheduled for 

surgery, or has had a death 
within the immediate 

family, please contact Caryl 
Bichlmeier with details.  

Caryl will send an 
appropriate card  
from the BSIBC. 

Caryl can be reached at 575
-1969 or bifrank@msn.com. 
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 Entrée Choice (select one): Prime Rib Salmon Chicken�
Captain _______________________________________   _____ _____ _____  

First Mate _______________________________________  _____ _____ _____ 

Check here if you are a new member   ____       Amount enclosed ($38/person) ________ 

Parties of up to eight, bring checks together or designate party_________________________________����������������������������������

Submit Reservation Form with check payable to BSIBC by Sunday, October 14, to 

Fran Koon, 668 Monaco Dr., 505-9810; or Caryl Bichlmeier, 500 Toulouse Dr., 575-1969 ����

�  �$�� ���1�� �$�� ���1�� �$�� ���1�� �$�� ���1�� ���
�� �� �� �� � � �� �� � ���� �� �� �� � � �� �� � ���� �� �� �� � � �� �� � ���� �� �� �� � � �� �� � �� � ���
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>���!>���!>���!>���!� ��� Sunday, October 21, 2007����
;�������!;�������!;�������!;�������!� ��� The Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club����
���� 400 Lister Street, Port Charlotte�
*���!*���!*���!*���!� ��� 6 p.m. Cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres 
 7 p.m. Dinner�
(�������(�������(�������(�������� ��� Captain Hook’s roasted prime rib of beef 
���� :���!:���!:���!:���!� ��� Pirate’s watch cedar-planked salmon 
 Blue Beard’s wood-fired chicken Marsala 
 All served with treasure chest roasted garlic mashed potatoes and 

mandolin squash with carrots and zucchini 
 Dessert — the Captain’s favorite, classic Crème Brulé with fresh berries 
��� �
��!��� �
��!��� �
��!��� �
��!� ��� Drink tickets will be sold to get your favorite pirate’s grog����
:����!:����!:����!:����!� ��� The ever popular “SONNY & SABLE (in pirate costume)����

�����������
�����������
�����������
������������ ��� Dressy casual, or better yet your best “pirate attire” 
���� >����!�>����!�>����!�>����!�� ��� Prizes for the best pirate, wench, and pirate couple costumes. 
 Get out your eye patches, pirate hats, puffy shirts, and parrots for a  
 swash-buckling evening! 
����!����!����!����!� ��� $38 per person�
,����7������>�������!,����7������>�������!,����7������>�������!,����7������>�������!� ��� Sunday, October 14, 2007�

������,����7���������!
������,����7���������!
������,����7���������!
������,����7���������!� ��� Fran Koon, 668 Monaco Dr., 505-9810; or 
 (max. table size—8) Caryl Bichlmeier, 500 Toulouse Dr., 575-1969 ����
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Ahoy fellow 
Boat Club 
members, 

I was indeed pleased and honored 
when Commodore Jack Leming 
asked me to assume the duties of 
the BSIBC Treasurer upon John 
Bates’ leaving the position. I will 
do my best to responsibly conduct 
the matters assigned to this role. 

With only two months in the job, 
I have donned a green eye shade, 
sat straight on a high stool, and 
have obtained a limited working 
knowledge of QuickBooks. So far 
the books have stayed balanced. 
With any luck I will keep it that 
way.  

I have a good working relation-
ship with the folks at Charlotte 
State Bank (where they keep our 
funds in a secure vault). I do not 
anticipate any problem in keeping 
the financial logs of this ship 
cruising smoothly. Keep the 
money rolling in with the tide. 

Thank you for your trust in me. 

- >�������"��*���������

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD����

Summer and tarpon and thunder-
storms are upon us. Traditionally 
the Fishing Club enjoys a two-
month hiatus in July and August. 
To paraphrase the Governor of 
California, “We’ll be back” come 
September, and we’ll return with a 
great agenda. 

We are looking for-
ward to some exciting 
speakers this fall, be-
ginning with a great 
presentation on off-
shore fishing. As the 
fall progresses, we 
will be focusing the 
meetings on species-
specific information: what you 
need to know in terms of tackle, 
bait, and technique to track down 
and land some of Charlotte Har-
bor’s finest. 

������-���&���������-���&���������-���&���������-���&���* ***��
��������
��������
��������
������� ���

We also hope to generate some 
interest in what we are calling a 
“fish-together.” We will hold bi-
monthly outings, the first in Sep-
tember, which will allow the 
club's new anglers to benefit from 
the experience of some of the 
more seasoned members. The con-
cept is to remove the competition 
of past “tournaments” in favor of 

a low-stress day on the water fo-
cusing on the exchange of ideas.  
For those of you who are new to 
our waters, this will provide an 
introduction to technique and ge-
ography and tides that can form 
the core of the knowledge you 
need to successfully fish the estu-
ary. 

,�������

����,�������

����,�������

����,�������

�����  
Finally, this fall kicks off BSI Fish-
ing Club’s Master Angler program. 
To even the playing field, all catch 
history is forgotten. We will be 
working our way through a record 
of species caught. A photo of each 
fish along with its measure will be 
acceptable in order to credit each 
angler on the path to Master An-
gler. The photos will allow much 
of this to be accomplished on a 
“catch and release” basis in an ef-
fort to follow the principles of the 
conservation and husbandry of 
the fishery. 

- 9�##�&����������)� �������
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“We’ll be 
back” come 
September, 
and we’ll 

return with 
a great 
agenda. 
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Laishley Park Marina now offers 
free pump-out seven days a week.  
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Captain ________________________________ Food selection choice # ______ 

First Mate ________________________________  Food selection choice # ______ 

Check here if you are a new member   ____       Amount enclosed ($19/person) ________ 

Submit Reservation Form with check payable to BSIBC by Thursday, Nov. 1, 2007 to 

Caryl Bichlmeier, 500 Toulouse Dr., 575-1969; or Sue Sleight, 340 Segovia Dr., 639-3731 
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I hope that you have had the op-
portunity to take a look at the 
club website recently. Thanks to a 
little bit of tutoring and a few 
hours of trial and error, the look 
of the site has been undergoing 
some cosmetic and content 
changes. Those changes should 
be completed by this fall, and if 
you have any ideas for improv-
ing the website, please let me 
know. 

+������9�%�������������+������9�%�������������+������9�%�������������+������9�%�������������� ���

The hope is that the Boat 
Club’s webpage can both have 
a little more eye-appeal and at 
the same time be a little more 
user friendly. Right now I am in 
the process of updating links 
and references as well as adding 
some new information sources. 
At the same time we have some 
older items that really need a 
house cleaning.   

/������9������
�5/������9������
�5/������9������
�5/������9������
�5� ���

For those of you who don’t have a 
favorite browser home page, you 
might try using the BSIBC page. 
There is easy access not only to 
club events, but to tidal informa-
tion, weather radar, and current 
events. All that and it would also 

keep you current on the latest 
comings and goings of your 
friends in the club. 

4�	��&���-�'1�������'���4�	��&���-�'1�������'���4�	��&���-�'1�������'���4�	��&���-�'1�������'��� ����

The webpage gets, on average, 
about 220 “hits” per week. If there 

is something which you particu-
larly enjoy or which you would 
like to see changed, please let me 
know. There is an easy-to-use e-
mail button at the bottom of the 
home page at www.bsibc.com. 

- 9�##�&��������6���������
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This course is becoming extremely 
popular as members are realizing 
the importance of saving lives. 
The April class was a sell-out! 

This course covers adult choking, 
CPR, and use of an automated 
external defibrillator (AED). This 
is a Red Cross certified course 
given by a Red Cross certified in-
structor. To pass the course you 
must be able to demonstrate the 
skills (this means getting down on 
the floor and doing CPR on the 
mannequin) and also pass a writ-
ten test. (No one fails the written 
test.)  

The Red Cross administration fee 
is $5. The Boat Club picks up ex-
penses for the materials. Classes 
fill quickly! To register, contact 
Eileen Leming at 637-3966 or at 
jlemjcl@embarqmail.com. 
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Annual General Membership Meeting & Luncheon 

Reservation Form 
(On reverse side) 

 
Please patronize the businesses and organizations 

who advertise in our BSIBC Directory.  
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cruises like this in 
the future. 

Also in April, Sue 
Sleight hosted the 
Elk’s luncheon, 
which is a very 
popular event. This was Sue’s first 
time as a cruise director, and she 
did a fantastic job.   

The Commodore’s Ball, another 

greatly anticipated event, had 
many in attendance, and we all 
had a great time honoring our 
leader, Jack, and dancing the night 
away. 

��	������
�,����
��:	
���	������
�,����
��:	
���	������
�,����
��:	
���	������
�,����
��:	
�� ���

Gary Brewster was cruise director 
for the ‘Tween Waters overnighter 
again. Gary does a super job on 
this cruise, which is why everyone 
loves to go on this one. The pool 
(and, of course, pool bar) being 
easily accessible from the ma-
rina makes this one high on 
everyone’s top-10 list of popu-
lar destinations. Jeff Nilsson 
ran the associated Green Flash 
luncheon cruise; and as I un-
derstand it, it was a good time 
for all who participated. 

The Rumrunner’s cruise was a 
“drive-only” cruise hosted by 
Bob Slade. Every year we try to 
set this one up as a boating 
cruise, but since it’s 50 miles 

It’s a good thing that the majority 
of my work as Fleet Captain has to 
be done in January because as 
many of you know, I started work-
ing in February (as a matter of 
fact, while visiting old friends who 
had a booth at the Miami Boat 
Show, I was hired right there on 
the floor and started the next day).  
Needless to say, I have been very 
busy with my new job. However, 
my wife, Linda, “stepped up to the 
plate” and has been able to assist 
where needed. Let that be a life 
lesson: when you get married, one 
should always consider that one 
day you’ll be Fleet Captain, and 
you’ll need some help. 

The second quarter of the year is 
typically a busy time for boating 
here at BSIBC, but unfortunately 
several of the cruises had to be 
cancelled because of a lack of vol-
unteer cruise directors. There were 
still a number of events that were 
well attended by our club mem-
bers, and those were great suc-
cesses.  

�����$���%�
�������$���%�
�������$���%�
�������$���%�
��� ���

With the Pelican Bay gunkholing 
cruise, Tom Murphy again showed 
us that you don’t have to go to a 
marina and “plug-in” to have a 
great time. For those of you who 
like to get back to nature in your 
boating, this is an excellent way to 
do it. We hope we will have other 

<���������������;��<���������������;��<���������������;��<���������������;��� ���
away and with the price of fuel 
lately, it seems as though this 
event might be too far away to be 
a luncheon only. Possibly next 
year we will do it as an over-
nighter. 

Much to everyone’s dismay, we 
had to cancel the Palm Island Ma-
rina overnight cruise, but Paul 
Hillebrand hosted the luncheon 
cruise to Leverock's, another well-
liked event. 

Unfortunately, we also had to can-
cel the “raft-up” event on the 
Peace River since no one signed 
up for it. Tom Kasprzak and I 
thought this one would be fun, 
but I guess its time has not yet 
come. 
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When I wrote this, Linda was col-
lecting our “goodies” to go on the 
boat for the Fourth of July over-
night cruise that we hosted.  This 
cruise is one for air-conditioned 
boats because it can get a little 
sticky in the afternoon, but with 
the patio just steps away, that can 
be relieved with a “cool one.”  The 
social committee did a great job 
on the Fourth.  There were about 
100 club members in attendance. 

(Continued on page 12) 

When you are out of town, will 
you miss the UP-THE-CREEKER ? 
Contact me to let me know. I will 
make sure the UTC is mailed to 
your designated alternate address.  

- ,���;�7����E�	)4I4E��
�����7��L������������
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ing one another as well. If one 
person is hit, the bolt will affect 
both people. The lightning is 
looking for a way to go through 
your boat to water (where the 
negative charge is). A phenome-
non known as side flash can also 
occur and will strike anything next 
to or around you.  

�
��4�	�,	���;
�3���<�
��4�	�,	���;
�3���<�
��4�	�,	���;
�3���<�
��4�	�,	���;
�3���<� ���

Make sure you are trained in CPR 
in order to attempt to resuscitate a  
victim whose heart has stopped 
after being hit by lightning. Also 
remember that you are vulnerable 
in pavilions, picnic shelters, car-
ports, beach shacks, metal sheds, 
or even on porches or lanais dur-
ing a severe thunderstorm event. 

Did I forget to mention water-
spouts (tornadoes over water) 
which can occur dur-
ing a thunderstorm? 
Stay away from them 
and let’s leave it at  
that. On April 8, 2005, 
in Bonita Springs, a 
golfer was struck and 
killed by a lightning 
strike while under a 
clear blue sky.  Almost 
all lightning occurs 
within 10 miles of its 
parent thunderstorm but they 
CAN strike much farther away 
than that. Lightning detection 
equipment has confirmed bolts 
striking almost 50 miles away. 
Rare, but possible. Awareness and 
a good plan before you set out 
and keeping a wary eye to the sky 
will keep you safe along with 
prompt and decisive action. 

Live long and prosper, 

- *���-����M�"������������)
���������
�#��$�%##�����

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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All in all, it was an adventurous, 
memorable trip that we would 
highly recommend! Since return-
ing home, we have had several 
people tell us that they would be 
interested in making a similar trip. 
Should you have an interest in a 
comparable adventure, please let 
Eileen or me know, and we will 
see if we can come up with a 
venue that would be equally excit-
ing and of interest to other mem-
bers of the Club. 

�����'�������
1�4�	�����'�������
1�4�	�����'�������
1�4�	�����'�������
1�4�	� ���

Finally, Eileen and I would like to 
thank everyone for the wonderful 
time at the Commodore’s Ball and 
the gifts that we received. You 
made our day, and we appreciate 
your support.  

Until next time, stay safe and en-
joy the summer! 

Sincerely, 

- 9��"�;������
����������

(Continued from page 1) 

������������������������������������� ���

Coming up in August will be an-
other overnighter to 'Tween Wa-
ters, hosted by Ed Minzer, with a 
Small Boats luncheon there di-
rected by Tom Kasprzak. For more 
information about both of these 
events, see page 15. 

September brings us another Rum 
Bay lunch cruise. This event is un-
expectedly in need of a cruise di-
rector. It will be drive-to only due 
to limited docking. The details 
about this event are on page 15.  

In October, we’ve scheduled an 
overnight cruise to South Seas Is-
land Resort, replacing Uncle 
Henry’s. The details for now are 
on page 16, however, as we go to 
print we don’t yet have a director 
for this three-nighter. If you would 
like to be the cruise director for 

this easy cruise to 
Boca Grande, 
please let me know.  

Continuing in Oc-
tober and back on 
the books is the 
ever popular Palm 
Island three-night 
cruise around Hal-
loween. Frank Wei-
chec will be hosting 

this one, and we can start talking 
about how we are going to deco-
rate our boats this year! Why not 
join the overnighters at the 
Leverock’s lunch cruise. Both 
cruises are detailed on page 16. 

While it seems like it’s a long way 
off, November brings us two 
lunch cruises, The Fishery and the 
Nav-A-Gator. Check out the de-
tails on page 17. 

Boat with BSIBC! 

- &��"���$��<�������������

(Continued from page 9) 

<������������<������������<������������<������������ ����

The Rum Bay lunch 
cruise and South Seas   
overnight cruise are in 
need of Cruise Direc-

tors. Contact Nick 
Hay if you can help. 

Thanks! 
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(����� E�4)�5HH� NAUT-A-CLUE 

Larry & Wanda (returning members) 941-962-4538 

4012 Maltese Ct   lbpratt@yahoo.com 
*$���� I	I)	��I� OUT-II-SEE 

Frank & Trudy (returning members)   

606 Maltese Dr   ftyosngac@aol.com 

6����� E�4)��H)�HE�� ISAR 

Richard & Linda 609-304-3460 

3500 Mondovi Ct #721   rwagar@comcast.net 

6���������� I	I)HH54�   

Paul & Kathy 407-719-7465 

511 S Crete Ct   pdw830@aol.com 
N�0����0�"�� I	I)35�3�   

Don & Bonnie 941-286-5747 

3998 San Pietro Ct   dzawist1@comcast.net 

� 

)==>�"���'������������
�)==>�"���'������������
�)==>�"���'������������
�)==>�"���'������������
� ����

Do those of you who are experi-
enced and certified boaters recall 
in the Navigational Rules of the 
Road who has the right of way? In 
a general sense, which vessels, in-
herently by virtue of the type of 
vessel they are and their function, 
have the right of way over you, 
regardless of the general meeting/
crossing situation?  

At the Federal Law Enforcement 
Academy we were taught a very 
simple mnemonic to help us re-
member who does. Remember 
these abbreviations to help you: 

Nav Rules: A commonly used 
way to refer to the “Inland Naviga-
tional Rules of the Road.” 

ColRegs: International Regu-
lations for Preventing Collision at 
Sea from which the United States 
Coast Guard created the contrac-
tion 72 COLREGS from the formal 
name of these rules. The Ocean 
boundary is defined as water sea-
ward of the COLREGS Demarca-
tion Lines as indicated on Na-
tional Ocean Service navigation 
charts. And what does that mean? 

(Continued on page 14) 

��B:�������C����,��������B&�7�,������#�� ��,���C��B:�������C����,��������B&�7�,������#�� ��,���C��B:�������C����,��������B&�7�,������#�� ��,���C��B:�������C����,��������B&�7�,������#�� ��,���C� ���

�
 

/��#������� E�	)55EE� BLUE AGAVE 

Lance & Kathie 941-380-9729 

3273 Tripoli Blvd   lgot3@embarqmail 

:������� 5H	)�E4)4HH��   

Tony & Teresa 847-269-9442 

3500 Mondovi Ct #222   tmanisco@sbcglobal.net 

:�&������ I�I)��I4�   

Jim & Barbara   

734 Monaco Dr  jimmy macbarb@netzero.com 

&���� �H	)5H3�� No Name 

Bob & Pat 941-661-3108 

584 Port Bendres Dr   p.neal584@comcast.net 

(	�(	�(	�(	�  The vessel being overtaken (vessel B in the 
illustration) always has the right of way. 
His duty while being passed is simply to 
maintain course and speed. In the Inland 
Nav, you (vessel A) should give two 
shorts blasts of your horn if you intend to 
pass on his port side or one short blast to 
starboard. If you are vessel B and are a 
power vessel, you should return the same 
sound signal to indicate understanding.  

 If you are beyond the ColRegs Demarca-
tion line, which you will see on your 
chart, then it is the opposite. Two long 
and two short blasts if you pass on the 
port and two long and one short if you 
pass to starboard. 

/�3/�3/�3/�3  Vessels that are “not under command.” These vessels 
may be broken down, or lost their steering capability, or 
the captain has declared an emergency. 

<����<����<����<����   Vessels that have “Restricted 
Ability to Maneuver” may be a 
minesweeper, a vessel that by 
its very nature cannot make 
turns or maneuver effectively. 
An example might be a large 
dredger, or a buoy tender. 

���'����'����'����'�   

(Continued on page 14) 
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Vessels that are ”Constrained by 
Draft” are those that might be  
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Amodeo, Marty & Jane - jama66@comcast.net 

Murtha, Gene & Theresa - tmurtha@murthagroup.com 
Aveck, Jim & Donna - daveck@comcast.net 

Brandt, Royal & Mary - 01royal@gmail.com 

Close, Mike & Candy - closecalls@sbcglobal.net 

DeWeese, Carroll & Grace - cjdeweese@comcast.net 

Doll, Rick & Michelle - rickmichelledoll@yahoo.com 

Frichette, Lew & Joyce - lewjoyce@embarqmail.com 

Gordon, Barry & Fran - franbarrygordon@embarqmail.com 

Gudis, Christopher & Teddy - teddy136@embarqmail.com 

Hay, Nick & Linda - nhay@oceanequipment.com 

�
 

Take a close look at your charts, 
and you will see this line — the 
COLREGS DEMARCATION LINE - 
defined. If you are operating your 
vessel inside of this line then you 
are in inland waters. Conversely, if 
you are outside the ColRegs line 
you operate your vessel ac-
cording to International Rules 
although you are not techni-
cally in international waters.  

If the mnemonic, “ (	��/�3�(	��/�3�(	��/�3�(	��/�3�
<��������'��&��������	�'�����<��������'��&��������	�'�����<��������'��&��������	�'�����<��������'��&��������	�'�����
�����(���
#@������(���
#@������(���
#@������(���
#@� helps you to re-
member, then I am delighted 
to help you become a more 
knowledgeable boater. I hope 
this note will refresh your 
memory and if you didn’t 
know them, cut this out, lami-
nate it, and store it onboard as 
a reference in case a situation 
comes up while in your vessel. 
Stay safe, and if you haven’t al-
ready, I encourage you all to take a 
course with the Power Squadron 
or USCG Auxiliary. 

Live long and Prosper, 

- *���-����M�"��
����)��������������
�#��$�

(Continued from page 13) 

Lacey, Bill & Maggie - magbill3868@comcast.net 

Leming, Jack & Eileen - jlemjcl@embarqmail.com 

Murtha, Gene & Theresa - tmurtha@murthagroup.com 
Prafke, John & Nancy - jona@prafke.com 

Sleight, Ed & Sue - sleightmd@earthlink.net 

Vaivoda, Mark & Dotti - dotti@vaivodas.com 

Zajicek, Chuck & Kathy - zajicek@embarqmail.com 

���������������������������������������������������������������� ����

Holt, Johnnie & Sloan, William - 5057 San Massimo Dr 

��������
��/	�-�����������
��/	�-�����������
��/	�-�����������
��/	�-��� ����

Kasprzak, Tom & Pease – 941-661-0580 

 

����

����

����

����

&���&���&���&���  Fishing vessels with gear in the wa-
ter (commercial — not four guys 
in a boat trolling) and actively 
fishing is the next priority group. 

������������  Sailing vessels under way (not at 
anchor, made fast ashore, or 
aground), making way (moving, 
sailing) is the next group of ves-
sels. 

�	�'�����	�'�����	�'�����	�'����   Power vessels are the next group.  
It does not matter what size they 
are or what equipment is on 
board. 

����������������   Seaplanes. Yes, and they need to 
display appropriate lights during 
take off and landings. 

(���
(���
(���
(���
  The last vessel class is the vessel 
that is overtaking another boat. 
This vessel is last in priority in the 
Coast Guard Navigational Rules. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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required to stay in the center of a 
shipping channel because they 
draw so much water. All vessels 
inside the ColRegs Demarcation 
Line are deemed to be constrained 
by draft. This right of way is only 
applicable in waters outside the 
demarcation line.  
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Come and join the overnight cruisers at ‘Tween Waters 
Inn on Captiva Island for a day of fun, sun, swimming, 
lunch, and camaraderie. Whether you come by car or 
boat, it will be a special day! Driving directions are: 

� Turn right onto Tamiami Trl. Continue to follow US-4 1 S 
about 25 miles. 

� Turn right onto Boy Scout Dr. Stay straight to go onto Summerlin Rd. / CR-869 S 
about 10.5 miles. 

� Summerlin Rd. / CR-869 S becomes CR-867 S (Portions toll). CR-867 S becomes 
Causeway Blvd. 

� Turn right onto Periwinkle Way. Turn slight right onto Palm Ridge Rd. 
� Palm Ridge Rd. becomes Sanibel-Captiva Rd., Sanibel-Captiva Rd. becomes 

Captiva Dr. 
� End at ‘Tween Waters Inn 15951 Captiva Dr, Captiva, FL 33924 
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Do you dream of filling your vacation days 
with play, activity, adventure, and fun? Or do 
you prefer a simple day devoted to daydream-
ing? Either way, you’ve come to the right place 
at ‘Tween Waters Inn. Here, from beach to 
backbay to everywhere in between, across 13 
gorgeous Gulf-to-bay acres, you can enjoy just 
about anything. Land or sea—or if you’re so 
inclined, beach, pool, canoe, kayak, bicycles, 
tennis, marina store, and shuttle to other parts 
of Captiva  . . . this is going to be a very good 
time! Join other BSIBCers on this wonderful 
and relaxing trip. This event books up fast!  

5�'� ,5�'� ,5�'� ,5�'� ,( (((�'�,3��'&' �����'�,3��'&' �����'�,3��'&' �����'�,3��'&' ����( (((�;�;�;�;� ���

7� ��
���	��!��+����B�7� ��
���	��!��+����B�7� ��
���	��!��+����B�7� ��
���	��!��+����B�� ���
5�'� +��3��'&' ��1�

��'� ��!���"�	�B����'� ��!���"�	�B����'� ��!���"�	�B����'� ��!���"�	�B��� ���
6+�%��<���
;��(��:��
�2��<��C"	2"� �,����

�0����� ��%�����&B�0����� ��%�����&B�0����� ��%�����&B�0����� ��%�����&B� ���
5'� ,3��'&' ���*����*���,2,�
�:���5���	�����
+,�

� � �
 
 � 
 � ��
 �� 
� � �
 
 � 
 � ��
 �� 
� � �
 
 � 
 � ��
 �� 
� � �
 
 � 
 � ��
 �� 

� �
 �� � � � �
 � �� � � 
� �
 �� � � � �
 � �� � � 
� �
 �� � � � �
 � �� � � 
� �
 �� � � � �
 � �� � � 
 
 




���

�
���
��
����
���
 !�
��"
#�����


This lunch cruise finds us enjoying the Palm Island 
Resort. We’ll dine in a laid-back, casual, island-style 
atmosphere overlooking the beach and Gulf of Mex-
ico. Whether you hunger for a burger and soda with 
a stroll on the beach afterwards or yearn for wings 
and a tropical cocktail, there is something for every-
one. To see the full menu, go to 
www.palmisland.com, click on “Rum Bay restau-
rant,” and then click on “Lunch Menu.” 

The only way to get to Palm Island is by boat. However, because of extremely 
limited dock space, this will be a driving-only lun ch cruise to the Water Taxi at 
Leverock’s (see pg. 16 for directions) for a departure at noon and 12:15 p.m. 
Lunch will be at 12:45 p.m. After lunch, you are invited to enjoy the Palm Is-
land Resort and depart at your leisure. The last water taxi leaves the island for 
Leverock’s at 8:30 p.m.  
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Johnny Leverock’s Seafood House has enjoyed the repu-
tation of having the freshest seafood and most unique 
decor in the area. Started by Johnny Leverock himself in 
1948, the small, friendly restaurant offers a wide variety 
of appetizers, freshly prepared salads, steak, and chicken 
entrees in addition to their namesake, seafood. Their 
casual outdoor patio overlooks a picture-perfect view of 
Palm Island Marina on the Intracoastal Waterway. The 
Palm Island Marina cruisers will join us. 

Bring as many people on your boat as possible. Since there is VERY limited 
docking, the reservation deadline will be as soon as we have 6-8 boats. By car, 
take Rt. 776, left onto Rt. 771 to 7279 Placida Road. Turn left into the Sea Ray 
dealership, Marine Max, and Leverock’s is at the rear of their parking lot.  
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Johnny Leverock’s Seafood HouseJohnny Leverock’s Seafood HouseJohnny Leverock’s Seafood HouseJohnny Leverock’s Seafood House    

Offers the alluring mystique of a truly 
international destination along domestic 
shores. South Seas Island Resort & Ma-

rina provides a quiet refuge for a unique nautical experience with exceptional 
resort amenities. Start your day off with a deliciously brewed cup of coffee and 
scrumptious pastry from Starbuck Café. Relax in the still, tranquil waters of 
swimming pools, sparkling under the tropical sun. After an afternoon at the 
beach, enjoy a light lunch at Sunset Beach Chalet, where you can relax, listen to 
live music, and take in the natural splendor of the island. Our new onsite spa 
transforms relaxation into a true full-bodied experience. A sophisticated palette 
will take pleasure in the gourmet offerings of Harbourside Bar & Grill. South 
Seas Island Resort is located at 5400 Plantation Road, Captiva Island. For more 
information, go to http://southseas.com/. Take advantage of our Boat Club rate. 
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This is a BSIBC favorite! It’s a tradition that boats attending 
this event decorate for Halloween, something visible during 
the day and something lit at night. It’s not a contest, doesn’t 

have to be elaborate, just a group of people having fun. Join in the fun loung-
ing at the pool, listening to the birds, watching the boats, and sharing time 
with your BSIBC friends.  

On the Thursday night we’ll have a “bring your own meat and 
a dish-to-share cookout.” On Saturday, we’ll join the Boat 
Club “luncheon cruise” to Leverock’s at 11:30 a.m. On Sun-
day, we’re considering a launch ride to dinner at Rum Bay. 

You will find additional information about our dest ination at 
www.palmislandmarina.com. 
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Lance & Kathie 941-380-9729 

3273 Tripoli Blvd   lgot3@embarqmail.com 

:�&������ I�I)��I4�   

Jim & Barbara   

734 Monaco Dr  jimmy macbarb@netzero.com 
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The Fishery Restaurant is a very popular destination point on the BSIBC’s lunch 
cruise schedule. It is old Florida-style waterfront dining on beautiful and 
scenic Gasparilla Sound. A cash bar is available. We’ll order from the menu, 
also available on the Fishery’s website: http://www.sunstate.com/fishery. The 
Margaret Albritton Gallery 
next door is a very popular 
stop after lunch.  

Come by water or come by 
land! By water, call Richard 
Coates with the name of your 
boat, length, and number of passengers by Oct. 29. Docking space is limited so 
please buddy up if possible to ensure that we have ample room. By car, also call 
Richard for reservations and number of people by Oct. 29. Driving directions: 
Rt. 41 north to Rt. 776. Turn left. Go to Rt. 771. Turn left and follow 771 sev-
eral miles to the sharp right turn. The Fishery entrance is on the left side at 
about the middle of the turn (follow sign). Be ther e by 11:30 a.m.  
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The Nav-A-Gator Grill is an 
"old Florida" fishcamp style 
restaurant. Located just 3 
miles east of I-75 just off of 
Kings Highway in Lake Suzy, 
FL. With a diverse menu—
Super Grouper, gator tail, 
shrimp, chicken, burgers, 
conch, duck, and even peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches—
there’s something to please 
every palate.  

Come by boat or car! This is a great luncheon place and we always have a good 
time. Boats must be 25 feet or under. This marina caters to fishermen and 
families who enjoy nature. Canoes and kayaks as well as boats are welcome. 
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As your Rear Commodore and Membership 
Chairman, I would encourage all of you to talk 
to your friends and neighbors about the quality 
of our BSI Boat Club, the benefits of member-
ship, the activities of the club, and the advan-
tages of belonging to our group. Applications are 
available through me at 575-1969 or bi-
frank@msn.com; the Secretary, Ron Levis, at 637
-9596 or ronlevis@comcast.net or on the BSIBC 
website at www.bsibc.com. Spread the word and 
help others “Boat with BSIBC!” 
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As with any thriving 
organization, the UTC 
is also continuing to 
change. By now you 
should have noticed 
that the UTC has its 
first ad! How exciting! 
We offer the space on 
the back of the reserva-
tion forms to any or-
ganization that would 
like to make use of this 
space to further their 
market penetration. 
Additionally, we now 
have our first insert. 

You can be assured 
that advertising in the 
UTC will be on a lim-
ited basis to keep the 
emphasis on BSIBC 
news, reports, events, 
photos, cruises, and 
special articles pro-
vided by our members. 
We strive to keep any 
advertising easily iden-
tifiable to avoid inter-
ferring with your read-
ing pleasure. 

- &���$�(��#"���
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4-Dec Canal Clean-up Charlie Longenbarger 

5-Dec 
SOCIAL EVENT—BSIBC Christmas/Holiday 

Dinner Dance Social Committee 

8-Dec 
SOCIAL EVENT—Charlotte Harbor Lighted Boat 

Parade on the Good Times II  Social Committee 

10-Dec BSI CMAC Meeting 1:30 p.m. Joe Gil 

15-Dec BSI Canal Lighted Boat Parade TBA 

31-Dec 
SOCIAL EVENT—New Year’s Eve 

 Celebration Social Committee 

���� ���5���5���5���5� ��� ����

16-Jan SOCIAL EVENT—Change of Watch Dinner Social Committee 

22-Jan Burnt Store Marina Lunch Cruise Bill / Sue Bareither 

For those who don’t know about 
Grandma’s Attic , it is a very valuable 
registry that BSIBC members can call 
upon to borrow things for visiting chil-
dren on a short-term basis. The Attic 
registry contains things like baby car-
riages, playpens, highchairs, toddler 
bikes, etc. When in need of an item you 
can call Grandma, and she will search 
the registry and provide you with appro-
priate information on who has the de-
sired item. 

In an effort to improve our records 

there is a cam-
paign going 
on to update 
and improve 
the registry. If 
you have 
items which are suitable and would be 
willing to participate, please contact 
Grandma and let her know. 

Who’s your Grandma? Why, it’s none 
other than Teddy Gudis. You can reach 
Teddy at 575-0096 or e-mail: ted-
dy136@embarqmail.com. 
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Summer is a great time to take 
stock of the items you’ll need to get 
yourself ready for the “season” and 
for the fun boating. Don’t forget to 
include those wonderful items only 
available at the BSIBC Ship’s Store. 

Shop from the convenience of your 
home. Download the order form at 
www.bsibc.com and click on 
“Ship’s Store.” To place an order or 
if you have questions, contact Barry 

Gordon at 833-3338 or at franbar-
rygordon@embarqmail.com. Wear 
your BSIBC spirit!  Choose from: 

� Sport shirts 

� Ladies tops 
� Sports bags 
� Cookbooks 
� License plates 
� Baseball caps 
� Tervis Tumblers

� Golf shirts 

� Wind breakers 
� Jackets 

� Burgees 
� Hand towels 

� Totes 

� And much more! 
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���:���:++*�&/� ��� Mon., Aug. 13 Joe Gil 505-2166 N/A  
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�
��(�,*F� ��� Mon, Aug. 13 Lew and Joyce 
Frichette 

639-0314 Thurs., Aug. 9  
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+� ��� Thurs.-Sun., Aug. 

23-26 

Ed Minzer 637-7742 Thurs., Aug. 9  
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+� ��� Fri., Aug. 24 Tom Kasprzak 941-240-2699 Fri., Aug. 17  
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�:++*�&/� ��� Mon., Sept. 10 Tom Kasprzak 
Jeff Nilsson 

941-240-2699 
637-5794 

N/A  
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+� ��� Wed., Sept. 26 This event needs a 

Cruise Director 

Call Nick Hay to 

volunteer 

Fri., Sept. 21  
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Thurs.-Sun., Oct. 
4-7 

This event needs a 

Cruise Director 

Call Nick Hay to 

volunteer 

Thurs., Sept. 20  
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�:++*�&/� ��� Mon., Oct. 8 Tom Kasprzak 
Jeff Nilsson 

941-240-2699 
637-5794 

N/A  
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� ��� Wed., Oct. 17 Eileen Leming 637-3966 Wed., Oct. 10  
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�>�&&+,�>�&�+� ��� Sun., Oct. 21 Fran Koon 
Caryl Bichlmeier 

505-9810 
575-1969 

Sun., Oct. 14  
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+� ��� Fri.-Mon., Oct. 

26– 29 

Frank Wiechec 505-5763 Thurs., Oct. 11  
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+� ��� Sat., Oct. 27 Ed Sleight 639-3731 Sat., Oct. 20  
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��(�*+�:�:++*�&/� ��� Fri., Nov. 2 Jack Leming 637-3966 N/A  
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+� ��� Mon., Nov. 5 Richard and Geri 
Coates 

575-1881 Mon., Oct. 29  
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Sue Sleight 

575-1969 

639-3731 

Thurs., Nov. 1  
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Jeff Nilsson 

941-240-2699 
637-5794 

N/A  
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Do you have  
one of these? 

It’s never too late 
to attend a Power 
Squadron or Coast 
Guard Auxiliary 
training course 
and become an 

educated boater.  
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The State of Florida has 
numerous benchmarks 
upon which boating safety 
is measured. The follow-
ing graphs depict the for-
mal boating safety educa-
tion for operators in-
volved in both boating 
accidents in general and 
those resulting in at least 
one fatality during 2005.  

In fact, boat operators in-
volved in boating accidents 
are most often older adults 
(36 years of age and older), have more 
than 100 hours of boat operation experi-
ence, and have no formal boating safety 
education. 
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The Punta Gorda Boaters Alliance wants 
all local boat clubs to establish that the 

boaters in this area are 
among Florida’s best 
trained and most knowl-
edgeable in the state. As a 
result, Commodore Jack 
Leming asked to have a list 
compiled of BSIBC boat 
operators who have re-

ceived formal training in the 
safe handling of boats.  

E-mails were sent out and to 
those of you who responded, 
I extend my thanks. The tally 
so far is that 60 of our ap-

proximately 470 members have been 
certified in basic and/or advanced 
courses, equaling about 12.7 percent. I 
would have guessed more. Once again, I 
ask that those of you who have not at-
tended any boating  safety classes to 
please do so. You will be glad you did. 
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