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The old adage that “time flies when
you're having fun,” is certainly ringing
true for me. As | write this article, the
holidays are rapidly approaching, and
the first year of my watch as commodore
is almost complete. Looking back, |
wonder where the time has gone; but |
do know that Eileen and | have had
some good times along the way and that
a lot of interest-
ing people have
crossed our
paths. Thanks
for giving us

this opportu-
nity!

During the year,
we have been
blessed with
some out-
standing
weather. As a
result, our

members have
had considerable opportunities to share
in the friendship and camaraderie exhib-
ited during some memorable club
events. Credit for making this possible
goes to the volunteers within the mem-
bership who give of themselves so that
others can share in and experience the
fun. For those who are already working
hard, | give you my sincere thanks and
ask that you keep doing what you do.
Others who may want to contribute and
share their talents are encouraged to do
so and would be welcomed sincerely.
You can participate by contacting me or
speaking to anyone who is currently in-
volved. The adages, “a song isn’t a song
until you sing it” and “a bell isn’t a bell
until you ring it,” are true here as well.

As we close out the slate of activities for

this year, planning for next year is well
under way. Our target is to have the first
quarter’s events nailed down by the time
you read this UTC publication. In con-
junction with the planning, we have
some large shoes to fill for club leader-
ship slots which are being vacated: Vice
Commodore John Jokerst, Fleet Captain
Paul Hillebrand, and Director Jim
O’Donnell, are stepping down after serv-
ing admirably during this past year.
These gentlemen did outstanding jobs,
and they have my heartfelt thanks for
contributing!

Join in the Mix

)9

P

in 2006!

Looking ahead, the nominating commit-
tee has made their recommendations
concerning the open slots. They are Tom
Kasprzak, Vice Commodore; Nick Hay,
Fleet Captain; and Ed Minzer, Board
Member. | am extremely pleased to have
these gentlemen on board as part of the
leadership team and look forward to
working with them in the months

ahead. Congratulations and thanks for
stepping forward!

Until next time, may the seas be tranquil
and the sugar plums that are dancing in
your heads come to fruition. Happy
Holidays!

Sincerely,
F"# $%
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Of all the different boating organiza-
tions we have belonged to, BSIBC is
the best one!'Why?

/ 012

Early in my past life | learned the
following: Tell them what you are
going to tell them, tell them, and
then tell them what you told them.
Here is the part where | tell you
what | told you, in no special or-
der: Always think ahead and try to
be safe; learn new boating tech-
niques; don’'t become complacent;
recognize that many members con-
tribute their time and talents for
the good of this Club. We live in
paradise; don’t waste a moment!

1 3 4

| want to thank our commodore,
Jack Leming, and the Board and
Chairpersons for their conscien-

/ 01 00%

tious hard work and spirit of co-
operation that made for the better-
ment of BSIBC (and for putting up
with me). My thoughts are drawn
back to our Change of Watch Cere-
mony when Jack became commo-
dore. Jack made some extempora-
neous remarks. The thing that
stood out the most was when he
said: “We have a great Club; we
will not make any drastic changes;
we will build on our legacy to try
and make us even better.” What
our members have done from day
one is not only for ourselves but
for those who follow us.

| also want to thank our general
membership for their “Joining in

the mix in 2006.” We feel very
warm-hearted toward all the mem-
bers who have stepped forward this
year to participate and for the new
friendships we have made. One of
the cornerstones of our Club is that

you don’t have to have a boat to
belong to this great organization. If
you want to hitch a ride on a boat,
just let the folks in charge know
and they will do their best to get
you a ride. If you are going by land,
hook up with others and ride to-
gether. Don’t be bashful.

5 56 7

As a young lad growing up in a seg-
regated area, | always looked upon
belonging to a clique as a bad
thing. As | got older, someone told
me there are good cliques and bad
cliques. Here are some definitions
from my old college dictionary.
Cligue (kélk or klik), n. a small
exclusive setor snobbish group of
people. Syn. See circle. Circle
(ser’kal) n. 9. Group held together
by the same interests: the family
circle; a circle of friends As of our

third UTC, there are photos of 40
(Continued on page 10)
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Commodore

Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore
Fleet Captain
Secretary
Treasurer

Board Member
Board Member
Past Commodore

Nominations for the BSIBC 2007 Board of Governors

Jack Leming
Tom Kasprzak
Frank Bichlmeier
Nick Hay

Ron Levis

John Bates

Ed Minzer

Tom Murphy
Frank Wiechec

Nominations for the above Governors of the Boat Club remain open un-
til the annual general meeting on Monday, November6. Meeting details
are on page 3. The reservation deadline is ThursgaNovember 2.
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Since the August UTC was pub-
lished, three new families and one
single person joined the club (see
the “Welcome Mat” for their infor-
mation). Currently there are 226
Family Memberships and 22 Single
Memberships resulting in 474
members living at 248 residences.

6

Thanks to all of you who have kept
me informed when you changed
your Internet Service Provider. Of
the more than 220 e-mail ad-
dresses | use to keep the member-
ship up to date on club activities,
only one addressee results in a re-
jection notice. That glitch should
be fixed when the member in ques-
tion comes

d back for the
winter.

Club Direc-
tories

+

2"+ | still have a
* = number of
= 2006 Club
| Directories
- that you may
. purchase at
a reduced

price of $4.00 ®

P
(or an otherwise
fairly negotiated
price). Just give
me a call or send an e-mail and I'll
get a copy to you.

3 6

We are planning to renew our
membership in the Yachting Club
of America (YCA) for next year.

RECIFROCAL COURTESY CARD

mamear 1. LUV Boating

i Burnt Store Isles Boat Club

This year a number of you have
ordered your own copy of the YCA
Reciprocity Guide, the 200-plus
page listing all of the participating
boat and yacht clubs. BSIBC gets
one copy as part of the member-
ship fee and the guide is available
to members on the Internet. If you
want to have your own hard copy
of the guide, they will cost $35
each ($25 if we order more than
four copies). Please let me know

ASAP if you want your own copy of

the 2007 guide.

66 8

Please feel free to e-mail me at
ronlevis@comcast.net or call me at
637-9596 with your comments,
suggestions, and important infor-
mation that you want to share with
the membership. | will gladly pass
along your input to the rest of the
Club.

#:%

within the immediate family,
please contact Caryl
Bichlmeier with detalils.

Caryl will send an
appropriate card from the
BSIBC. Caryl can be reache
at 575-1969 or
bifrank@msn.com.

< Annual General Membership Meeting & Luncheon
& Reservation Form &
ff (On reverse side) ff
Eff Please patronize the businesses and organizations Eff
% who advertise in our BSIBC Directory. %
,\E:f O O O O O o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) o) ,\E:f
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: % - $%1 D $"

(Your check is your reservation)
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Captain
First Mate
Check here if you are a new member Amount enclosed ($24/person)

Submit Reservation Form with check payable to B.S.IB.ASAP to
Karen Totten, 571 Toulouse Dr., 505-1687 or Jan Bsert, 632 Madrid Blvd., 575-8683
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We dug right into our summer
boating season with 15 boats and
30 people going on a three-day
destination cruise to Burnt Store
Marina. More members arrived by
boat and car on the Fourth of July,
for a total of 106 participants en-
joying a spirited picnic.

We opened with the Pledge of Alle-
giance. Priscilla Gioia, our Chap-
lain, then read a beautiful prayer.
This was followed by several club
members presenting a program of
inspirational readings on the his-
tory of our country scripted by Dot
Minzer. Everyone enjoyed the buf-
fet that followed. We give thanks to
Nick Hay, the cruise director, and
Caryl Bichlmeier, social chair,
along with her great social commit-
tee team for making the plans.

4 -

Bob Gurreri, the cruise director,
called this one off. For various rea-
sons, there were few reservations.

! 9

The heat and weather forced Len
Harris, the director, to cancel this
trip.

1/
4

The plan was to meet the
Pelican Bay overnighters for
lunch at Cayo Costa on August 11.
So much for plans! Since the Peli-
can Bay overnight had been can-
celled, it was decided at the skip-
per's meeting to cruise to Burnt
Store Marina instead for another
delightful lunch on the deck.
Twelve arrived in three boats and a
like number by car. We all enjoyed
the afternoon and made it to
homeport just before the afternoon
showers.

Lew and Joyce Frichette kindly
hosted our “Charley Party” on Au-
gust 13, and what a party it was!
All came by car. More than 100
people gathered at the “picnic
area” of Frichette’s new condo at
Burnt Store Marina. This is defi-
nitely the way to picnic; a gorgeous
swimming pool with lounges and
umbrella tables, a grilling area, a
club house with a pool table, big-
screen TV, and more. We thank
Joyce and Lew for making this an
August 13 to remember with pleas-
ure. Could we come again?

17th Annual

Bextamt, p. 1932,

;1 $ < ’ 2

» Ed Minzer made the ar-
rangements for the ‘Tween
Waters gathering on Au-
gust 23. Eight boats made
the cruise to beautiful Captiva Is-
land. The boaters enjoyed swim-
ming in the Gulf waters and the
refreshing swimming pool. Some-
one had to do it! In the evening
with their boats docked together, it
was party time. How could you not
have a wonderful time in such a
gorgeous setting?

1 $ . 2

On August 24, a group of 15 or
more joined the overnighters for
lunch and swimming. Howard EI-
kin was our cruise director. We
tried to put it together by boat, but
at the last minute the weather
made us decide to play it safe and
drive. Driving the length of Captiva
Island was worth the trip. We
joined the others in the Gulf for a
swim before having lunch together
around the pool, and then another
swim before heading home.

$ ! =>
The Guttschalk’s did it again.

(Continued on page 10)

Peace River Lighted Boat Parade

Reservation Form
(On reverse side)

Please patronize the businesses and organizations
who advertise in our BSIBC Directory.
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As a new boater, one area of the
BSIBC website which “keeps giv-
ing” is the section that deals with
“Boat Maintenance.” If you have
not found your way to that area of
the website, | have two recommen-
dations for you. First — take a few
moments to see what we have, and
second — if you have possible addi-
tions to the site, please send them
to me. We have the resources
within our community to prevent
some very costly mistakes by shar-
ing information either in the form

of specific maintenance articles or
as “links” to other sites which you
find valuable.

may have to be modified to suit
your particular needs, but it does
provide some basics.

70 70

Also new this year is a brief article
on E10 fuel. There was a time
when buying gasoline was a simple
task. You selected the octane rating
recommended by your marine en-
gine manufacturer and wrote a
check which nearly depleted your
account. But gas has been chang-
ing, and the change is more than
just the empty feeling in your wal-
let. The gas you buy this season at
the fuel dock or gas station may
not be the same as the gas you

@ 6

This year, thanks to a number of
members, we added an excellen
“how to” on ‘summerizing’ your
boat for that period of the year
when many seek to escape the
heat and humidity of Florida for
the heat and humidity of some-
place else. This compendium is
a real “to-do” list which may be
helpful in making preparations
for leaving your boat for an ex-

bought
last year.
Refineries
are phas-
ing out
the use of
MTBE, a
toxic ad-
ditive

that helps
oxygenate
gas and
reduces

tended period of time. Since each
boat has its own unique character-
istics, the list of preparation tasks

emis-
sions. They are replacing it with
ethanol. Your car or truck will

g6
&

Christmas/Holiday Dinner Dance

Reservation Form
(On reverse side)

never notice the change, but your
boat could very well not take to it.

Also on the subject of fuel, we have
added a reference to an article on
fuel spills. Part of what makes BSI
So attractive is the quality of our
waterways. One very quick way to
change that is to become cavalier in
how we treat the process of fueling
our boats. This subject is worth
your time.

$ $
It strikes me that we could create a
very useful resource for our com-
munity by adding content to the
“Maintenance” section of the web-
site. If you have a subject and need
some help building on it, please let
me know.

'00$ 8

TTTTTTFTF
J

X

4 >
Contact: Charlie
Longenbarger
Chief Garbologist
639-5793

*
*
*
*
* *
* *
0N 0N
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g6
&

Please patronize the businesses and organizations
who advertise in our BSIBC Directory.
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(Continued from page 2)

percent of our members. Go to
www.bsibc.com and you will see
many, many more! Judi and | take
pride in belonging to the BSIBC
clique!

$6 A / B

Some may ask, "Does your resign-
ing mean you are dropping out of
the Club?" Are you kidding? All
work (and | have more than
enough) and no play makes Judi
and John dull folks. God willing

and the creek don't rise, we will see
you down the road a piece by land
or by sea. (Our boat is starting to
get a bit much for us to handle.)

Finally, folks always ask us about
the name of our boat. Our stock
answer is always: We love South-
west Florida; we love Punta Gorda,;
we love BSI; we love our home; we
love our family, friends and
neighbors; and yes we love our
boat. It is not the name of our

boat, it is a mindset. We are . . .

“Just Lovin’ It!”
John (and Judi)
N26 53.278 W82 02.355

en
0%
.,(:);
Aen
Ehcn

/ 01 00%

Fly your BSIBC Burgee proudly!
(On your boat and car)

Judi wouldn’t let this happen, (she
wants to take the money and move
into a condo), but when I die, |
want to be buried at sea (Charlotte
Harbor) on “Just Lovin’ It!” Take
my body and prop it up in the
Captain’s chair. Place 50 gallons of
gas in the cockpit with 100 gallons
in the main tank. Tie the helm to
straight ahead, put the boat in for-
ward at minimum wake, be sure
our National Standard is flying at
the stern and our BSIBC Burgee is
flying from the bow. All boats pull
way back (Be safe). Someone take
flaming arrow and shoot it into the
boat. This, of course, is to take
place just at sunset. Stick a fork in
me, I'm done! (Judi will probably
put me in “The Love Bug” and sell
the boat.)

Oh well . . .
How ‘bout that . . .

There you go.

ISR S S S T Y

New Year's Eve
Progressive Dinner Celebration

Reservation Form
(On reverse side)

Please patronize the businesses and organizations
who advertise in our BSIBC Directory.
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(Continued from page 6)

Fifteen small boats met at their
dock at 9:30 a.m. on September 4
for the briefing. They followed di-
rections through the PGl cut to
Ponce Park and returned to the “S”
curves. | am told that the water
guns used as armament were actu-
ally machine guns. No one was
spared. At 2 p.m. the real party
began. Over 80 people joined the
boaters at George and Judy’s home
for hot dogs and unending food
and spirits. This party was above
and beyond; and we thank you,
George and Judy, for providing
your home and hospitality to the
boat club members for the fifth

D year.

<, 2

It was decided to cancel this cruise
because of a conflict in our sched-
ule.

9

It was a hot, rainy summer with red
tide and gas prices over the top, but
in spite of the handicaps, we had a
lot of fun. My thanks to the cruise
directors and our members, who
made it happen.

3 $
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Captain - - *
First Mate *
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popular destination point on
the BSIBC's lunch cruise
schedule. It isold-Florida-style

waterfront dining on beautiful 8 &
and scenic Gasparilla Sound. A cash bar is available. We’'ll order from the meaq,
also available on the Fishery’s website: http://wwwsunstate.com/fishery. The ;$ > 8-
Margaret Albritton Gallery next door is a very popuar stop after lunch. % :. /& :=8
Come by water or come by land! By water, call Jefilsson with the name of your | ¢ g -
boat, length and number of passengers by October 18after this date, check for $$
availability). Docking space is limited so please luddy up if possible to ensure 17)37:2
that we have ample room. By car, also call Jeff fareservations and number of > $$ ’ 28 &
people by October 18. Driving directions: Rt. 41 nath to Rt. 776. Turn left. Go to
Rt. 771. Turn left and follow 771 several miles tothe sharp right turn. The Fish- | "$ $ %-
ery entrance is on the left side at about the middé of the turn (follow sign). Be c1&:1 =
there by 11:30 a.m. 11 @: #
The second of our educational evening cruise expegnces begins by meeting at
South Reef and following the route to Burnt Store Mama, checking for any crab
traps along the way. We'll cruise during the afternon and enjoy dining at Porto
Bello at Latitudes. Now for the good part. After dnner, we will follow the same
route back. We will practice dead reckoning and sora contour awareness. With |4 : &(
only two turns required to get us back to the entrance to Alli- _
gator Creek, cruising home will challenge us just dittle 5 > $-
more. Come, enjoy the fun, and learn! ' * L 67
Burnt Store BN
M-A-R-I-N-A .
ATINGE = DINING = LIVING 33)78,3
>>' 28 &
"$ $ %-
@ :. 6:= 19::
32; #:

g%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%g

“A Nautical Night"—Burnt Store Isles Boat Club

Change of Watch Reservation Form

(On reverse side)

who advertise in our BSIBC Directory.
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?& Join our outgoing Vice Commodore and Safety OfficerJohn Jokerst in #
;& one of our educational cruises. We will meet at theNorth Reef before ;& &
Y% dark, cruise to the entrance of PGI, and enter thalet just at dark. Cruise ;& >
;& Director John will find out the best lighted areasand be sensitive to ;& $% 2> $ -
;& bridges so our taller boats can get through the erite route. He’ll also give ;& A #&. 8
e Instructions on how to light your boat to avoid los s of night vision. . o
:& This is your opportunity to practice reading and understanding charts, 3& $ > -
plotting a course, taking bearings, recognizing makers, estimating times ?& ‘
?& of arrival, and accurately measuring distances. Weill also learn why we ?& 33)78;3
;& have navigation lights, what is the meaning of “danger zone,” and what ;& >>"' 78 &
;& to do when you see an array of lights on the wateyou don’t recognize. # g $ %-
;gg Join in the fun and help show PGI how to have a paade! | ;gg A #8& 8 =
MR R (2 ¢
%& $|( ! n # $ $ $# ! [} # $
$ $#
Now'’s your chance to practice all we've learned ahat night
cruising and have a great time! Only navigation lights are re- 7% > &*
quired. However, decorate your boat and join in the spirit of
the festivities. Decorate your crew, too, and celetate in style! $%.2 > $ -
0 - =
Join in this annual tradition and parade through th e Burnt o #&=1
Store Isles canals. View the canal-side decoratioas their best $ > -
as they shimmer in the water. Boats will rendezvouss it gets '
dark. Starting point to be determined based on the umber of 33)78:3
boats participating. Join in the fun and excitement >>' 28 &
If you're not a boater, this is your chance to decoate your "$ $ %-
home canal-side and party dock-side. There may bedaitional % " H#& =1 =
festivities going on as a part of the evening. Stauned! 32: #
We’'re starting out earlier this year with our firstlunch
cruise of 2007. Join Cruise Director Bill Bareitherand
First Mate Sue on an excursion down to Burnt Store Ma- I
rina. Lunch at Porto Bello will be a totally different ex-
perience from the Change of Watch event there jusa few ;$ > 8-
days earlier. Can’t you picture their terrific sanaviches o 1=3
now? We’ll be dining on the patio if the weather is nice. $ >¢
| There will be a skippers’ meeting at 10 a.m. on Fridy,
%ﬁ = January 19, at 3530 Mondovi Ct. in back at the poolif the | 17);271
g weather cooperates. Otherwise, it will be inside Uit 122. | 8 ?2& & :
Everyone is welcome to come by boat or by car. Resations are required no mat-| "¢ $ %-
ter which method of transportation you choose. Lunch will be at 11:30 a.m. A - - =

Porto Bello is located in the Burnt Store Marina at3200 Matecumbe Key Road.
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The Fishing Club will be meeting at 7 $ ! $ $
9 a.m. on the second Monday of If you would like to contribute an
the month at the Charlotte Harbor  article or photo of your catch for A 3B
Environmental Center, 10941 inclusion in the website, please for- | 5 _ | & & "
Burnt Store Road, Punta Gorda, ward them to Max Reese or Len ’ : :
575'5435 Harris_ 0 $ > $ = ' H

-$ #3%

, : i 44
November: The speaker this

month will be Paul Marcuzzo,
owner of Fourwinds Co. Inc. in

Tight lines and good fishing!

Punta Gorda. The topic will be
about buying and the care of
batteries for your boat and troll-
ing motors.

December: There will not be a
meeting this month.

January: Fish handling and first
aid will be the topics discussed.

77

Final arrangements were made
for our fish fry. It will be held at
Tom Kasprzak's home at 3607
South Crete Dr. Attendees will

be fishing the morning of Oct. ‘
23. The catch will be cleaned at ¢

# $-)& %;$ >

This course covers adult choking,
CPR, and use of an automated
external defibrillator (AED). This

i is a Red Cross certified course
given by a Red Cross certified in-
structor. To pass the course you
must be able to demonstrate the

| skills (this means getting down
“ | on the floor and doing CPR on

the mannequin) and also pass a
written test. (No one fails the
written test.)

The Red Cross administration fee
is $5. The Boat Club picks up ex-
penses for the materials. Classes
fill quickly! Contact Eileen Lem-
ing at 637-3966 or at
jlemjcl@aol.com.

Len Harris' dock and Tom and
Len will cook. Everyone will bring
an assigned dish. This could end
up as an annual affair for the Fish-
ing Club!

7

1

The in-
shore
fishing is
very
good
now
with
snook
season

having opened on Sept. 1. The red-
fish are schooling and can be
found from Ponce Inlet down to
Pirate Harbor around the man-
groves. The trout have been scat-
tered around the grass flats.

$0:

%$

On Friday, September 22, we held
the third canal cleanup of the year.
We started the morning with re-
freshments and then made assign-
ments for the areas to be cleaned. It
was the first time | recall this year
that we ran out of volunteers be-
fore boats. Yes!

I would like to thank Marty
Amodeo, Frank Bichlmeier, Barry
Gordon, Bob Gurreri, and Max
Reese, for volunteering their time
on canal cleanup day and the cap-
tains who donated their boats. |
would also like to thank all volun-
teers who called to tell me they
could not make it for the canal
cleanup that day. To those who

had the wrong day,

| apologize for not get-
ting a reminder out
several days before the
day of the cleanup.

The volunteers collected approxi-
mately 105 pounds of debris from
our canal system. Marty and Frank
recovered a chair from one of the
canals, along with an 8-foot piece
of 2x4. We also removed soffit,
insulation, a blue tarp, and other
miscellaneous items.

| look forward to seeing you Tues-
day, December 5, for our next canal
cleanup!

, $H% %
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After speaking to several BSIBC
members about marine radios, |
became aware that some boaters
aren’t using the digital capabilities
that are built into their radios. The
discussion below is information |
believe every boater should have.

1

For those of you who have boats
with VHF marine radios older than
1999, you probably do not have
the newest digital calling capabili-
ties built into that radio. Even if
you have a newer radio and are not
up on the technology, you may not
be aware of the new features avail-
able. So if you're not familiar with
the MMSI digital signaling on these
newer VHF radios, let me tell you
that it is extremely cool!

All post-1999 VHF marine radios
come with this Digital Selective
Calling (DSC) feature. This capabil-
ity allows a "caller" to specifically
call another boater with a radio

that has the same DSC capability.
The calling is done digitally over
Channel 70, but the caller specifies
a subsequent "voice" channel in his
calling transmission. The answer-
ing boater acknowledges and an-
swers on the "voice" channel. You
know you are being called by the
tone sent to and coming from your
radio. Your radio shows the chan-
nel you need to respond on. When
you respond, you switch to that
analog channel where you can be-
gin your conversation.

, 4 D

If you don't know about the DSC
system, go to www.BoatUS.com/
MMSI and there you will find addi-
tional information about the sys-
tem. At that website you can apply
for and receive your own MMSI
number. You will need an MMSI

$

7 $

number (very much like a tele-
phone number) to be able to use
the DSC feature of your radio.
Once you have your number, you
enter it into your radio’s perma-
nent memory, and then you are
ready to go. Additionally, almost
all radios have an “address book”
where you can store other boaters’
names and MMSI numbers so that
you will not have to remember
someone’s number; you just look
them up, and press the send but-
ton. They are then “called” See,
very cool!

/

All this aside, | believe that the
DSC communication system is sec-
ondary to the potential life-saving
issues of being able to transmit
your "Lat & Long" during an emer-
gency. On most GPS units, there
are two wires for GPS data output
by the unit, and on the DSC-ready
radios there are corresponding GPS
input wires available for this data

to be transmitted to the radio.

When connected, the radio con-
tinuously receives the boat's posi-
tion data. This location data can
be received (when sent) to any
MMSiI-ready radio. This way, in an
emergency, you will be able to
transmit your vessel’s location with
the push of a button. For this rea-
son alone, | recommend a marine
radio upgrade (if necessary).

> 6 >=62

Below are some Q & A regarding
MMSI and DSC (mostly copied
from the Boat/US website) which
will give those not familiar with
this technology a bit of informa-
tion on what it is and how it
works.

(Continued on page 16)

$

:$0 ?
It's that time of
year when the

u@ thinking caps are

on and people are trying to think
of a unique gift for the person who
has everything. Don't forget to in-
clude those wonderful treasures
you can find only at our Ship’s
Store.

Sport shirts Golf shirts
Ladies tops Wind breakers
Sports Bags Jackets
Cookbooks Burgees
License Plates Hand towels
Baseball Caps Totes

And much more!

Don't forget to

get something for

yourself, too!

Shop from the convenience of your
home. Download the order form at
www.bsibc.com and click on
“Ship’s Store.” To place an order or
if you have questions, contact Barry
Gordon at 833-3338 or at franbar-
rygordon@earthlink.net. Wear
your BSIBC spirit!
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(Continued from page 15)

Q: What does MMSI stand for?

A: Maritime Mobile Service Iden-
tity.

Q: What is MMSI?

A: A unique nine-digit number that
is assigned to a DSC radio station.

Q: What does DSC stand for?
A: Digital Selective Calling.

Q: What is DSC?

A: A new radio technology allow-
ing enhanced distress radio mes-
sages to be sent digitally.

Q: Is my radio capable of sending a
DSC message?

A: Maybe. Radios with DSC capa-
bility have been on the U.S. market
for several years. Since 1999, the
Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) began requiring new
fixed-mount models introduced in
the U.S. to be equipped with the
DSC feature. Minimally, DSC ra-
dios are equipped with single-
button emergency transmission
capability.

Q: What does MMSI do?

A: It primarily registers the boat
information in the U.S. Coast
Guard's national distress database
for use in emergency situations.

Q: What are some advantages of a
DSC equipped radio?

A: DSC radios have a one-button
emergency transmit button that
sends the vessel's unique MMSI
number. In addition, if the DSC-
equipped radio is linked to a GPS
or Loran unit, the distress call will
include the vessel's position.
Should the skipper become inca-
pacitated, the radio will continue
sending the mayday. In addition, a
DSC-equipped vessel with an
MMSI number can make a

'$ % D

Often used by realtors,
“curb appeal” is a term
that describes how our
property appears to pass-
ers-by. It motivates most |
of us to landscape and
groom our yards — par-
ticularly the front — to
look its best. By contrast,
less attention is often
given to the rear of our

property.

It is there, however, that
one of the most critical
areas of our landscaping
exists. It is the point
where our lawns reach
our seawalls. Damaged
seawalls can wreak havoq
on a property.

F& & B

g 1 NiS excessive pressure can
% «| be substantially prevented
@i by allowing grass to grow

& over the edge of the wall
cap by several inches. This
will cause surface runoff
during heavy rains to run
over the cap into the canal
instead of being trapped

by the wall and saturating
the earth behind it.

The accompanying photo
illustrates a lawn in the
foreground that has been
allowed to grow over the
wall cap edge by several
inches. The adjoining
lawn in the background
has been improperly
trimmed short of the wall.

Our seawalls are designed to with-
stand the normal onslaught of wa-
ter and weather. However, they are
under constant pressure from the
land side, and can be weakened to
the point of failure if that pressure
greatly exceeds design limits. This
can occur from saturation of the
earth behind the wall by abnor-

An edger should never be used to
trim grass along the wall edge. If
you employ a lawn service to cut
your grass, check to see that they
are trimming this area correctly.
City staff advises that all licensed
lawn care companies have been
instructed regarding this matter.

mally heavy rains such as those we P$ o, $_

have recently experienced. $ 9% 1
$ * *. &

"private” hailing call to another used first.

DSC-equipped vessel. Only the ves-
sel being called will receive the
hail.

Q: Does the U.S. Coast Guard
monitor DSC maydays?

A: Not nationwide yet, and it may
not until 2009 for the continental
U.S. and 2011 for Alaska, Puerto
Rico, and Guam. However, com-
mercial ships are required to moni-
tor the DSC-reserved Channel 70
for distress calls and have relayed
maydays to the Coast Guard. In an
emergency, Channel 16 should be

Q: Is there a fee to receive an MMSI
number?

A: BoatU.S., in cooperation with

the FCC and the USCG, has agreed
to staff and budget this service.
BoatU.S. is offering this registration
service free of charge to all recrea-
tional boaters.

Q: How can | register to get a free
MMSI number?

A: Several ways: Go to
www.BoatUS.com and click on the
(Continued on page 20)
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You'll find more
photos on page 18 anck
www.bsibc.com

4, $ 2
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Well, it's that time again! It is likely that next year's dues
will remain the same ($20 family and $15 single),
unless the Board of Governors, by a two-thirds majaity,
votes otherwise. You will find your dues "statemernt"
included in this issue. Please send in your dues pa
ment, along with the completed information update,

no later that December 31 (preferably as soon as yo
can). | would appreciate your letting me know if you do
not plan to continue your membership next year. This
will avoid my bugging you early in the New Year.

#$ )™ SN

>$ 1 $

+ 6

GARRISON Roger rogergarrison@comcast.net
JOHNSON, Ted& Judy- tednjudy3@comcast.net
NERLINGER,Ted& Ronnie- rnerling@comcast.net
PICCA, Peter- mysticpeterl@earthlink.net

RIOUX, Bob& MaryAnn - marioux2@comcast.net
SLEIGHT,_Ed & Sue sleightmd@earthlink.net
ZAJICEK Chuck& Kathy- crzajicek@earthlink.net

24 2

What an opportunity it's been serv-
ing as the publisher of the UTC for
2006! | couldn’t have done it with-
out the great editing team of Dave
and Marie Geggis and Pease. We
strive to give you a top-notch docu-
ment, worth your time to read.

This month you’ll notice some changes like fewer pc-
tures. With so many events to publicize it leaves s with
little room for pictures. Our chief photographer has also
been on vacation. | hope he knows he’s missed. Have
great holiday and see you in 2007!

130" .H(,N ,$"
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Make sure to put the S + - $ > 6
2007 events to the :
right on your calen- TBA BSIBC Golf Outing TBD
dars if you have not 12-Feb Fishing Club, Topic: How to catch, properly TBD
already done so. A handle, and clean a shark (it's good eating!)
gomplete 2007 Tlatl)en- 12-Feb BSI CMAC Meeting 1:30 p.m. Joe Gil
ar of events will be : ; :
published in the Feb- 18-Feb Marker 17 Lunch Cruise Chris Gudis
ruary UP-THE- TBD Introduction to Charlotte Harbor Boating Bill V an Ooyen
CREEKER. Join in! TBD Introduction to Small Boat Cruising Bill Van Ooyen
3-Mar Lazy Flamingo Lunch Cruise Bob Gurreri
TBD Introduction to GPS Bill Van Ooyen
TBD Coast Guard Aux. Safety Inspection TBD
6-Mar Canal Cleanup Charlie Longenbarger
Fishing Club, Topic: Discussing and making
12-Mar plans for the Trout Fishing Tournament TBD
Topic: How to throw a cast net
12-Mar BSI CMAC Meeting 1:30 p.m. Joe Gl
17 Mar Fishery Lunch Cruise Art Koon
TBD Coast Guard Aux. Safety Inspection TBD
29-Mar Kayak Trip Bill Van Ooyen
30-Mar Barnacle Phil's Lunch Cruise TBD

4, 83 $
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Cut along the dotted line and post as a reminder

. { ]
. M M 1 + . 3
0! 1C+ @++?+@ 2 * Reservation
2 > P P
4 >94 49 4 3 E > O># 9>
7 C#2 2 Wed., Nov. 1 Jeff Nilsson 637-5794 Wed., Oct. 18 I:l
9% 4. Mon., Nov. 6 Karen Totten 505-1687 Thurs., Nov. 2
#2 Fran Koon 505-9810 ]
7 :#2 Mon., Nov. 13 Nevin Colver 505-0316 N/A
Max Reese 639-3570
244 > Tues., Nov. 14 John Jokerst 505-7895 Tues., Nov. 7
2 ]
39 #:4> Sat., Dec. 2 Karen Totten 505-1687 ASAP
94399> 4 Jan Bossert 575-8683 |
1 >4
99# #923 Tues., Dec. 5 Charlie 639-5793 Mon., Dec. 4 |:|
Longenbarger
496 #>9C Sun., Dec. 10 Sue Sleight 639-3731 Tues., Dec. 5
> >9 Fran Koon 505-9810 1
9 4: Mon., Dec. 11 Joe Gil 505-2166 N/A
3 99#42 Mon., Dec. 11 John Jokerst 505-7895 Fri., Dec. 8 |:|
QO##:4> 94 Fri., Dec. 15 John Jokerst 505-7895 Wed., Dec. 13 |:|
399>
8C9 3:. Sun., Dec. 31 Eileen Leming 637-3966 Sat., Dec. 9
> # 94 Claire Phelen 575-0734 |:|
+>2 39> Now through Dec. 31 Ron Levis 637-9596 Sun., Dec. 31
Frank Bichlmeier 575-1969 |:|
+
7 #2 Mon., Jan 8 New Leaders TBD N/A
9 4: Mon., Jan. 8 Joe Gil 505-2166 N/A
349 :: #9 Mon., Jan. 15 Eileen Leming 637-3966 Mon., Jan. 8 |:|
9: 7894 Wed., Jan. 17 Sue Sleight 639-3731 Wed., Jan. 10
Caryl Bichimeier | 575-1969 Il
244 99 Mon., Jan. 22 Bill and Sue 637-9473 Mon., Jan. 15
# 2 Bareither |:|




Burnt Store Isles Boat Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 510203
Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0203
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If you’re curious about
the content of this article,
it begins on page 13!
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(Continued from page 16)

"MMSI" button to register immedi-
ately on-line or download and print
a registration form. Fax the com-
pleted form to the BoatU.S. MMSI
program at 703-461-2840 or mail to
MMSI Program, 880 S. Pickett St.,
Alexandria, VA 22304. You can also
call 800-563-1536 for more infor-
mation or to request a registration
form.

Q: Is an FCC VHEF license required?
A: No. Recreational boats under 65

$ 7 %

feet operating in U.S. waters no
longer require a VHF license.

Q: Is there a channel reserved for
DSC?

A: Yes, Channel 70 is to be used ex-
clusively for DSC.

Q: What is "private calling" as re-
lated to DSC?

A: It is in effect the "private hailing"
of another vessel whose MMSI num-
ber is known to you. Once contact is
established between the vessels, they
are automatically switched to the
pre-selected "working channel," and
the "privacy" ends at that point,
meaning that the transmission
(conversation) can be heard by any
other vessel monitoring that chan-
nel.
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We’'re on the web!

www.bsibc.com

Invite your neighborg
to join in the BSIBC
mix. Membership
applications are
available at
www.bsibc.com




